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Tell us about your research at UTSC:  
I focus primarily on weakly electric 
fishes from South America. I aim to better understand the ability of those fishes to 
produce and perceive electric signals, at the molecular level. Using Molecular Biology 
and Genomic methods, my work focuses on the genetic and genomic processes that 
underlie the ability to produce and sense electric signals in fishes. 
 
Tell us about why you chose your graduate program or lab:  
I first joined the Lovejoy lab in 2013, to do an undergraduate thesis project. Although I 
worked on molecular phylogenetics of halfbeak fishes (Needlefish-allies), I got attracted 
to the world of electric fishes - through the many other projects that were running in lab 
at the time. I had so many curious questions about the fascinating neural system in those 
fishes, and I decided to pursue my graduate career trying to answer some of those 
questions. 
 
What are your future career goals and how has your graduate work set you up to 
achieve those goals?  
I enjoy research a lot. I like being challenged at an intellectual level, and I find 
satisfaction in answering scientific questions. I see myself as an independent researcher 
at a research institute, where I can cater to my curious personality. 
 
Complete the sentence:  
In my free time I like …………….to build things, fix things, or bake things! I also enjoy doing 
outdoor activities. 
 
Do you have any advice for prospective students?  
Don’t get tunnel-visioned by what your parents think you should do (for living), or by 
what the trend/majority of your friends want to do. Be open-minded, try new things, and 
appreciate all the skills that will come out of it. Also, get involved, do extracurricular 
activities, and always remember to look at the bigger picture. When it comes to your 
graduate career, it’s important to look for labs that do the line of work you think you’d 
enjoy, and be willing to relocate for it. 
 


